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Do state schoolDo state school basedbasedDo state schoolDo state school--based based 
nutritionnutrition--related laws influence  related laws influence  
the nutritionthe nutrition--related policies/ related policies/ 
practices in U.S. schools andpractices in U.S. schools andpractices in U.S. schools and practices in U.S. schools and 

student BMI?student BMI?



Step 1: Identify a system that Step 1: Identify a system that 
has state nutritionhas state nutrition--related lawsrelated laws



Step 2: Compare the systemsStep 2: Compare the systemsStep 2: Compare the systemsStep 2: Compare the systems



Step 3: Review the scope of the Step 3: Review the scope of the 
system and its contentssystem and its contents





Key Variables PageKey Variables PageKey Variables PageKey Variables Page

 State FIPS (and State FIPS (and  State FIPS (and State FIPS (and 
alpha) codes to alpha) codes to 
enable linkages at enable linkages at 
the state levelthe state level

 Key nutritionKey nutrition--
related policy related policy 

bl fbl fvariables of variables of 
interestinterest



Next step: identify a system Next step: identify a system 
that contains schoolthat contains school le elle elthat contains schoolthat contains school--level level 
policy/practice datapolicy/practice datayy



Step 4: Go back to the Step 4: Go back to the 
Catalogue home pageCatalogue home page



SNDA h  SNDA has 
individual data

Importantly, it p y,
also has weight-
related data
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Question: Can I link any other data Question: Can I link any other data 
h l d d ?h l d d ?to the selected data sources?to the selected data sources?

 I am interested in trying to add I am interested in trying to add  I am interested in trying to add I am interested in trying to add 
additional contextual data to the additional contextual data to the 
selected data sources where do I selected data sources where do I selected data sources…where do I selected data sources…where do I 
start?start?
•• Key Key  linkage (linkage (geocodegeocode) variables ) variables •• Key Key  linkage (linkage (geocodegeocode) variables ) variables 

 State FIPS, city, MSAState FIPS, city, MSA









Review: Selected Data SourcesReview: Selected Data SourcesReview: Selected Data SourcesReview: Selected Data Sources
 State policy database:State policy database:

•• NCI SchoolNCI School--based Nutrition Environmentbased Nutrition Environment--
related State Policy Classification System related State Policy Classification System 
(SNESPCS)(SNESPCS)(SNESPCS)(SNESPCS)

 School policy/practice and BMI data School policy/practice and BMI data 
source:source:
•• USDA School Nutrition Dietary Assessment USDA School Nutrition Dietary Assessment 

surveysurvey

 Other contextual data aggregated to the Other contextual data aggregated to the 
State or MSA levels:State or MSA levels:

NCES C  C  f D tNCES C  C  f D t•• NCES Common Core of DataNCES Common Core of Data



Database LinkagesDatabase LinkagesDatabase LinkagesDatabase Linkages

 GeocodesGeocodes GeocodesGeocodes
•• SNESCPS: state FIPSSNESCPS: state FIPS
•• SNDA: City/MSASNDA: City/MSA•• SNDA: City/MSASNDA: City/MSA

 Can map city/Can map city/msamsa to stateto state

•• NCES CCD: state or MSANCES CCD: state or MSA•• NCES CCD: state or MSANCES CCD: state or MSA



Summary: What questions might Summary: What questions might 
b l d i h h d ?b l d i h h d ?be explored with these data?be explored with these data?

Wh t  th  t t  titi  f d d b  

State

• What are the state competitive food and beverage 
requirements?

School

• What types of foods are sold/served in competitive venues 
in schools?

• Where are the foods sold, when, etc.?

Individual

• Does student BMI vary based on the state laws and school 
policies/ practices?

• Controls at the school/individual level from SNDA
• Controls at the state/MSA level from NCES CCD

Context • Could also include state obesity rates



Next steps: the good newsNext steps: the good newsNext steps: the good news….Next steps: the good news….

 What used to be the hard part of What used to be the hard part of  What used to be the hard part of What used to be the hard part of 
locating the data sources has now locating the data sources has now 
been taken care of thanks to the been taken care of thanks to the been taken care of thanks to the been taken care of thanks to the 
Surveillance CatalogueSurveillance Catalogue
However  the Surveillance Catalogue However  the Surveillance Catalogue  However, the Surveillance Catalogue However, the Surveillance Catalogue 
is only the is only the startingstarting point for your point for your 
researchresearchresearchresearch



the bad newsthe bad news….the bad news….….the bad news….

 Now the hard part begins! Now the hard part begins!  Now the hard part begins! Now the hard part begins! 
 Use the Surveillance Catalogue to link to Use the Surveillance Catalogue to link to 

the respective data sources of interestthe respective data sources of interestt e espect e data sou ces o te estt e espect e data sou ces o te est
•• E.g., SNESPCS, SNDA, NCESE.g., SNESPCS, SNDA, NCES

 If you are not familiar with conducting If you are not familiar with conducting y gy g
multimulti--level analysis or linking datasets, level analysis or linking datasets, 
consider consulting with a statistician with consider consulting with a statistician with 
the appropriate expertisethe appropriate expertise



Good luck and have fun!Good luck and have fun!Good luck…and have fun!Good luck…and have fun!


