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  LOOKING BACK:

A Decade  
of Partnership 
and Progress



NCCOR launched 10 years ago with a clear vision 

in mind: coordination and collaboration among 

leading health research funders to address the 

problem of childhood obesity in America. 

Between 1980 and 2008, the obesity prevalence rate had more than doubled 

among children ages 2 to 5 years, nearly tripled among children ages 6 

to 11 years, and more than tripled among adolescents ages 12 to 19 years. 

This young generation of Americans could be the first to have poorer health 

and lower life expectancy than their parents. That’s why NCCOR set out to 

accelerate progress in reducing childhood obesity through collaboration and 

joint action to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of research in this 

vital public health issue. 

NCCOR brings together the nation’s leading health research funders: 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Institutes 

of Health (NIH), Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF), and the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA). By building on each other’s strengths and 

perspectives, this unique public-private partnership has demonstrated that it 

is possible to get more done, more quickly—and have a greater impact—by 

working together than by working alone. NCCOR has substantially advanced 

the field of childhood obesity research. Together, the collaborative has: 

•	 Supported researchers and practitioners with tools to support research 

and surveillance, 

•	 Used innovation to generate fresh ideas for partners, and 

•	 Built knowledge to find solutions by promoting new research. 

NCCOR has made major strides over the past decade that laid the foundation 

for our accomplishments in 2018. Join us in celebrating who we are, what we’ve 

accomplished together, and what we’ll accomplish next. 

Sincerely,

The Steering Committee for the National Collaborative on Childhood 
Obesity Research 

Rachel Ballard, NIH 

Jamie Bussel, RWJF

Donna Johnson-Bailey, USDA 

Tina Kauh, RWJF 

Laura Kettel Khan, CDC 

Jasmine Hall Ratliff, RWJF 

Jay Variyam, USDA 

Kathleen Watson, CDC 

Deborah Young-Hyman, NIH
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A Holistic Approach 
NCCOR partners recognize that making an impact on childhood obesity 

research requires a well-rounded strategic approach. In practice, that means 

pursuing a variety of independent, yet complementary, types of activities: 

Creating tools for 
researchers and 
practitioners

Engaging with 
leading experts 
on new science

Ensuring robust 
communications 
and dissemination

Building 
knowledge on key 
research topics
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In March 2018, the American Journal of Preventive 

Medicine, one of the leading scientific journals in 

the health field, published a special theme issue 

on NCCOR, its accomplishments, and its potential.

The first paper highlights the formation, structure, and operations of 

NCCOR and discusses the benefits of using a collaborative model to 

address health problems. 

Developing a Partnership for Change: 
The National Collaborative on Childhood 
Obesity Research 

AUTHORS: Rachel M. Ballard, MD, MPH; Anne B. Rodgers; 

Laura Kettel Khan, PhD, MIM; C. Tracy Orleans, PhD; 

Elaine Arkin; Todd M. Phillips, MS

The companion paper details several principles for successful 

partnerships and how NCCOR has used these principles to make 

significant contributions to build the fields of research, evaluation, 

and surveillance for childhood obesity prevention and management. 

A National Collaborative for Building the Field 
of Childhood Obesity Research

AUTHORS: Rachel M. Ballard, MD, MPH; Anne B. Rodgers; 

Laura Kettel Khan, PhD, MIM; C. Tracy Orleans, PhD; 

Elaine Arkin; Todd M. Phillips, MS

The supplements include commentary by senior leaders of NCCOR’s 

member organizations and an editorial by Dr. James F. Sallis, 

a member of the NCCOR External Scientific Panel.

Research on Childhood Obesity: Building the 
Foundation for a Healthier Future

AUTHORS: Griffin P. Rodgers, MD, MBA, MACP; 

William Dietz, MD, PhD; Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, MD, MBA

The Value of the National Collaborative on 
Childhood Obesity Research: Past, Present, 
and Future

AUTHOR: James F. Sallis, PhD
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 CREATING TOOLS AND RESOURCES FOR  

Researchers, 
Practitioners, and 
Students
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MATERIALS TO PROMOTE 
NCCOR TOOLS

LOOKING BACK  

Before NCCOR was founded, locating publicly available data resources for analysis was often 
challenging for researchers, who ended up using the same few systems they or colleagues already 
knew. That’s why one of NCCOR’s major goals was to encourage the use of high-quality measures 
through improved access, to help build knowledge for the childhood obesity research community. 

¡¡ The Measures Registry has been visited more than 47,500 times since it launched  
in 2011.

¡¡ The Catalogue of Surveillance Systems has been visited more than 84,000 times 
since it was launched in 2011.

¡¡ The Youth Compendium of Physical Activities has been visited more than 20,000 
times from 71 countries since its launch in 2017. 

Measures Registry and 
User Guides 
The Measures Registry, launched in 2011, is 

one of NCCOR’s most popular tools. This 

valuable resource is a free, online database 

of diet and physical activity measures. This 

year, NCCOR added 188 new measures to 

the Registry. Currently, it includes more 

than 1,300 articles on diverse tools and 

methodologies that can be used to assess 

diet and physical activity at the individual 

and environmental levels. 

To help researchers select the most 

appropriate measures for their work, 

NCCOR also developed four Measures 

Registry User Guides, funded through 

a strategic alliance with The JPB 

Foundation. These guides provide an 

overview of measurement, describe 

general principles of measure selection, 

and share additional resources. 

To maximize the usefulness and accessibility 

of the Measures Registry and User Guides, 

NCCOR also created a Q&A to help guide 

students interested in finding tools relevant 

to their research or practicum.

Catalogue of Surveillance 

The Catalogue of Surveillance Systems, 

also launched in 2011, is a free, online 

tool that provides one-stop access to 

publicly available data sources relevant to 

childhood obesity research. The Catalogue 

allows childhood obesity researchers to 

easily identify data resources related to 

childhood obesity, compare attributes 

across systems, and link to other resources. 

In 2018, NCCOR updated more than 

70 systems in the Catalogue and added 

five new systems including NCI’s Family 

Life, Activity, Sun, Health, and Eating 

(FLASHE) study and USDA’s National 

Household Food Acquisition and 

Purchase Survey (FoodAPS).

Youth Compendium of 
Physical Activities 

The Youth Compendium of Physical 

Activities was released in October 

2017. This easy-to-search tool provides 

measures of energy expenditure for 

196 activities in which youth commonly 

engage, from games to walking and 

running. It is designed for a variety of 

users and purposes, including research, 

policy making, education, design, 

and implementation of new physical 

activity programs in schools. The Youth 

Compendium represents the first 

compendium in the field based entirely 

on youth data. In 2018, NCCOR developed 

complementary resources to help 

physical education teachers and public 

health practitioners use the Compendium. 

NCCOR’s Measures Registry is a free, searchable 

database of nearly 1,400 high quality, diet and 

physical activity measures relevant to childhood 

obesity research and projects. NCCOR created 

four Measures Registry User Guides that provide 

an overview of measurement, describe general 

principles of measurement selection, and walk 

users through the process of using the Measures 

Registry to select appropriate measures.

Q&A FOR STUDENTS
MEASURES REGISTRY AND MEASURES REGISTRY USER GUIDES

Find the Measures Registry, User Guides, and other tools at nccor.org/tools
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Q. WHY SHOULD STUDENTS USE THESE TOOLS? 

A.  They are easy to use and save time! The Measures Registry and User Guides simplify the 

process for finding measures for any research project.

Q. FOR WHAT TYPES OF GRADUATE PROGRAMS MIGHT THESE TOOLS BE RELEVANT? 

A.  Students in MPH programs and PhD programs in nutrition, exercise physiology, and 

epidemiology. Students in dietetic, nursing, and medical programs will also find these 

tools useful! 

Q. HOW CAN THESE TOOLS HELP ME IN MY CLASSES OR ON PROJECTS? 

A.  These resources can help with a thesis or capstone project, systematic reviews,  

meta-analyses, surveys, presentations, research studies, or a class on evaluation. 

Q. HOW DO I KNOW WHICH MEASURE TO CHOOSE? 

A.  The Measures Registry User Guides were designed to provide in-depth information 

about the four domains, such as key considerations for choosing types of measures, and 

considerations for collecting, analyzing, interpreting, and reporting data. Additionally, case 

studies walk through the decision process of selecting an appropriate measure and are 

conveniently grouped by project design (intervention, epidemiologic, or surveillance) for 

each of the four domains.

Q.  HOW CAN FACULTY OR TEACHERS INCORPORATE THESE TOOLS INTO 

THEIR CURRICULUM?

A.  There are four sets of teaching slides available for download on the NCCOR website. 

NCCOR’s Measures Registry is a free, searchable 
database of nearly 1,400 high quality, diet and 
physical activity measures relevant to childhood 
obesity research and projects. NCCOR created 
four Measures Registry User Guides that provide 
an overview of measurement, describe general 
principles of measurement selection, and walk 
users through the process of using the Measures 
Registry to select appropriate measures.

Q&A FOR STUDENTS

MEASURES REGISTRY AND MEASURES REGISTRY USER GUIDES

Find the Measures Registry, User Guides, and other tools at nccor.org/tools
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Q. WHY SHOULD STUDENTS USE THESE TOOLS? 
A.  They are easy to use and save time! The Measures Registry and User Guides simplify the 

process for finding measures for any research project.
Q. FOR WHAT TYPES OF GRADUATE PROGRAMS MIGHT THESE TOOLS BE RELEVANT? 

A.  Students in MPH programs and PhD programs in nutrition, exercise physiology, and 

epidemiology. Students in dietetic, nursing, and medical programs will also find these 

tools useful! 
Q. HOW CAN THESE TOOLS HELP ME IN MY CLASSES OR ON PROJECTS? 

A.  These resources can help with a thesis or capstone project, systematic reviews,  

meta-analyses, surveys, presentations, research studies, or a class on evaluation. 

Q. HOW DO I KNOW WHICH MEASURE TO CHOOSE? 
A.  The Measures Registry User Guides were designed to provide in-depth information 

about the four domains, such as key considerations for choosing types of measures, and 

considerations for collecting, analyzing, interpreting, and reporting data. Additionally, case 

studies walk through the decision process of selecting an appropriate measure and are 

conveniently grouped by project design (intervention, epidemiologic, or surveillance) for 

each of the four domains.Q.  HOW CAN FACULTY OR TEACHERS INCORPORATE THESE TOOLS INTO 

THEIR CURRICULUM?A.  There are four sets of teaching slides available for download on the NCCOR website. 

Student Q&A 

Catalogue of Surveillance Systems

In 2017, NCCOR released the Youth Compendium of Physical Activities (www.nccor.org/youthcompendium), a list of 196 common activities in which youth participate and the estimated energy cost associated with each activity. The Youth Compendium provides energy cost values for: 
• Sedentary activities, such as lying down or watching TV • Standing, household chores, and active video games • Playing and participating in games and sports activities • Walking and running

Who should use the Youth Compendium
The Youth Compendium is intended for widespread use by researchers, state and local health departments, educators, and fitness professionals and in the commercial sector for development of metrics related to exercise equipment and behavioral interventions.  

The following case studies describe two ways physical education teachers can use the Youth Compendium:  
• Assist with creating physical education lesson plans• Assist with physical fitness testing

NCCOR: WORKING TOGETHER TO  REVERSE CHILDHOOD OBESITY
NCCOR is a partnership of the four leading funders of childhood obesity research: the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF), and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). These four leaders joined forces in 2008 to continually assess the needs in childhood obesity research, develop joint projects to address gaps and make strategic advancements, and work together to generate fresh and synergetic ideas to reduce childhood obesity. For more information about NCCOR, visit www.nccor.org.

NATIONAL COLLABORATIVE ON CHILDHOOD OBESITY RESEARCH

Youth Compendium of Physical Activities  for Physical Education Teachers  

CASE STUDY:  CREATING LESSON PLANS FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASSES

A physical education teacher in a local public elementary school is creating lesson plans for upcoming physical education classes. She needs an array of activities that will meet the physical education requirements for the school district. Although requirements vary among school districts, in this district, students must participate in three 50-minute physical education classes each week. Physical education is one way that children can reach the recommended  60 minutes of physical activity per day as outlined in the 2008 Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans. 

The teacher is interested in an 
array of activities that are similar in levels of energy expenditure. The activities should only involve equipment and settings that are available to the school. 

She opens 
the Youth Compendium of Physical Activities and clicks the green “Search the Compendium” box. From the top navigation, 

the teacher selects “METy (Metabolic Equivalent of Task for Youth) Values (Smoothed).” The smoothed values are recommended for use by practitioners in the field. The teacher is looking for activities that will allow for her 1st- and 2nd-grade students to participate in moderate to vigorous physical activity (MVPA). The teacher reviews the activities in the tables. She can sort the table by METy level by clicking the arrows next to the age categories. Based on the METy values, the following activities would allow students  ages 6–9 to reach target MVPA levels:
Warm up:
• Walking 1.0 mph 2.5 METy
Moderate:
• Shooting basketballs 5.9 METy• Ultimate frisbee 5.6 METy
Vigorous:
• Running 5.5 mph 7.3 METy• Soccer game 7.7 METy

Background

Considerations

How to use the Youth Compendium

Youth Compendium  
Fact Sheet for PE Teachers

NCCOR 2018 Annual Report | 5

https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/NCCOR_MRUG_Student_QA.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/NCCOR_MRUG_Student_QA.pdf


 BUILDING KNOWLEDGE ON  

 Key Research 
Topics
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Studying Childhood Obesity Declines 

Over the past decade, public and 

private funders have provided 

resources to states and communities 

to implement strategies to reduce and 

prevent childhood obesity. Following 

this, modest declines in childhood 

obesity rates were reported in several 

jurisdictions across the United States. 

NCCOR established a workgroup 

to better understand the possible 

drivers and contributors influencing 

the reported declines and to explore 

how these may be related to other 

health promotion efforts. NCCOR 

conducted a formal research study, 

convened experts, and interviewed 

key stakeholders to explore new 

strategies used in different settings. 

In 2016, NCCOR released community 

summary reports from four sites across 

the country, including Anchorage, AK; 

Granville County, NC; New York City, 

NY; and Philadelphia, PA. A special 

supplement was published in Childhood 

Obesity in 2018, based on the following 

key findings from the project:

¡¡ All four communities enacted 

similar policies at the state and/

or local level that improved the 

nutrition environment and increased 

opportunities for physical activity.

¡¡ Simultaneous public health messaging 

and multi-layered strategies, supported 

by cross-sector partnerships and 

high-level champions, may have a 

synergistic impact in addressing 

childhood obesity.

¡¡ Traditional research and evaluation 

methods need to be modified 

to address the complexities of 

community-based initiatives and 

policy implementation.

Obesity results from the interaction of multi-faceted and 

complex influences on children, their families, and communities. 

Advancing childhood obesity research therefore requires many 

stakeholders to be engaged in developing long-lasting solutions. 

NCCOR actively seeks, in a variety of ways, to promote robust 

conversations among the diverse communities that have a stake 

in reducing childhood obesity. Through strategic collaboration 

on key research topics, this diversity is a strength that has been 

leveraged to advance the field and build knowledge. 
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The Impact of 
Behavioral Design on 
Healthy Eating and 
Physical Activity 
Environmental design can influence 

children’s social norms and physical 

activity behaviors. However, the actual 

effects of specific aspects of the 

built environment on health-related 

behaviors are less clear. In 2015 and 

2016, NCCOR convened a series of 

meetings with experts representing 

a wide range of fields to discuss 

evidence and methods that inform 

behavioral design and to develop 

guiding principles that can encourage 

healthy eating and active living. 

These discussions led to a white 

paper, released in 2017, that provided 

an overview of behavioral design and 

potential applications to promote 

better health among children. This 

year, the white paper was turned into 

a chapter called “Behavioral Design 

as an Emerging Theory for Dietary 

Behavior Change” for Food and 

Public Health, a book published by 

Oxford University Press. This chapter 

reviews core theories of health 

behavior for dietary change and 

advances new ideas about how the 

interaction between the individual and 

environment affects behavior. 

Engaging Health Care 
Providers and Systems 
This year, NCCOR’s Engaging 

Health Care Providers and Systems 

Workgroup convened community-

based healthy weight program (HWP) 

representatives for a kick-off meeting 

to launch its Collaborative Learning 

Project. The meeting brought 

together experts from medical, 

academic, and community-based 

organizations and helped finalize the 

project’s online learning platform. This 

platform will be used as a learning 

exchange to inform the development 

of an evaluation framework for 

community-based HWPs. 

LOOKING BACK 

Here are just a few of NCCOR’s many former workgroups:

¡¡ Food Patterns Equivalents Database: Allowed researchers to translate foods and 
beverages reported in surveys and other studies into quantities of foods and 
nutrients that are relevant to dietary guidance. NCCOR provided support to revise 
this USDA tool so that updates could be more timely, the process could be more 
self-sustaining, and new food groups could be included.

¡¡ Healthy Food Incentives: Explored various concepts from behavioral economic 
studies to better understand consumer food purchasing behavior, practice-based 
examples of purchasing patterns and economic incentives, and program evaluations.

¡¡ Lessons Learned from Global Efforts: Aimed to provide national leadership to 
accelerate implementation of evidence-informed practice and policy.

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE 
ACROSS NCCOR PARTNER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

A longstanding NCCOR priority has 
been to create a space in which 
experts from partner organizations 
can discover shared interests and 
to provide support for them to 
work on projects together. NCCOR’s 
workgroups and member meetings 
demonstrate the advantages of 
bringing this diversity of interests 
together to build knowledge and 
accelerate progress.

Current Active Workgroups 

¡¡ Additional Benefits of Walkability

¡¡ Advancing Measurement of 
Diet and Physical Activity for 
Childhood Obesity Research 
and Evaluation

¡¡ Catalogue of Surveillance Systems

¡¡ Childhood Obesity Evidence Base

¡¡ Engaging Health Care Providers 
and Systems

¡¡ Food Systems

¡¡ SNAP-Ed Toolkit

¡¡ Increasing Opportunities for 
Trail Use to Promote Physical 
Activity and Health Among 
Underserved Youth

¡¡ Youth Active School Transportation 
Surveillance Initiative

¡¡ Youth Energy Expenditure
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Engaging Leading 
National Experts
NCCOR recognizes the wealth of knowledge, expertise, and experience 

about childhood obesity that thrives in many arenas, from academic 

research institutions to local community groups, to its own partner 

organizations. That’s why, over the past decade, NCCOR has actively 

sought out and invited experts from across these arenas to join in the 

conversation about how to reduce the impact of this epidemic. NCCOR 

has convened different types of forums to engage more than 300 

experts in collaborating on ways to advance childhood obesity research.
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NCCOR External 
Scientific Panel 
The NCCOR External Scientific Panel 

(NESP) advises NCCOR on its future 

direction and provides guidance 

on specific projects and emerging 

work. NESP serves as a valuable 

liaison between NCCOR and the 

extramural community, informing 

the Collaborative on new science 

and ideas and on connections 

to outside research, practice, 

and policy. 

2018 NESP members:
Linda Barbour, MD, MSPH

Ross C. Brownson, PhD

John Cawley, PhD

Frank J. Chaloupka, PhD

Terry Huang, PhD, MPH, MBA

Shiriki Kumanyika, PhD, MPH

Amelie G. Ramirez, DrPH

Thomas N. Robinson, MD, MPH

James F. Sallis, PhD

Mary Story, PhD, RD

Elsie M. Taveras, MD, MPH

2018 Connect & 
Explore Webinars 
¡¡ Preventing Childhood Obesity 

in Latin America: An Agenda 

for Regional Research and 

Strategic Partnerships

EXPERTS: Juan Rivera, PhD; 

Camila Corvalan, MD, PhD, MPH; 

Rafael Perez-Escamilla, PhD; 

Michael Pratt, MD, MSPE, MPH

¡¡ Collaborating for Impact: 

Lessons Learned from NCCOR

EXPERTS: C. Tracy Orleans, PhD; 

Laura Kettel Khan, PhD, MIM; 

Rachel Ballard, MD, MPH; 

Jay Variyam, PhD; Jasmine N. Hall 

Ratliff, MHA

¡¡ Examining Declines in Childhood 

Obesity in Four Communities: 

Highlights from Six Papers 

Published in Childhood Obesity

EXPERTS: Tina Kauh, PhD, MS; 

Nicola Dawkins-Lyn, PhD, MPH;  

Laura Kettel Khan, PhD, MIM; 

Deborah Young-Hyman, PhD

¡¡ The Healthy Communities Study: 

How Community Programs 

and Policies are Related to 

Children’s Health

EXPERTS: S. Sonia Arteaga, PhD; 

Stephen Fawcett, PhD, MA; 

Russell Pate, PhD; Lorrene Ritchie, 

PhD, RD

¡¡ Innovations in Behavioral Design 

to Enhance Active Living and 

Healthy Eating

EXPERTS: Jeri Brittin, PhD; Joel 

Kimmons, PhD; Kim Rollings, PhD

¡¡ America’s Eating Habits: Food 

Away from Home

EXPERT: Michelle Saksena, PhD

LOOKING BACK 

¡¡ Our list of experts has grown to more than 300 over the past 10 years. Experts join us 
from universities, organizations, medical centers, and more.

¡¡ Based on recommendations from NCCOR’s External Scientific Panel, NCCOR launched 
two workgroups: “Get Research Used”—to make sure findings were reaching the 
individuals and institutions that can drive change, and “Economics and Obesity”—to 
establish a platform for economics research and examine which interventions are 
most cost-effective.

¡¡ NCCOR launched the Connect & Explore webinar series in 2014 and has hosted 
27 webinars since. 
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Conferences 
Conferences provide necessary spaces for 

researchers and practitioners to connect 

and learn about the work happening 

in the field at large. This year, NCCOR 

attended several annual conferences 

relating to physical activity and childhood 

obesity to engage with the field and 

highlight new tools through presentations 

and at NCCOR conference exhibit booths.

¡¡ Active Living Research 

Annual Conference 

February 11–14, Banff, Alberta, Canada

Each year, professionals from around 
the world come together to share 
their latest research and innovations 
related to physical activity and active 
communities. 

WORKSHOP: Enhancing Measures 
Selection using the National 
Collaborative on Childhood Obesity 
Research (NCCOR) Measures Registry 
and User Guides 

EXPERTS: Rachel Ballard, MD, MPH, NIH; 
David Berrigan, PhD, MPH, NIH; 
James F. Sallis, PhD, University of 
California San Diego; Gregory Welk, 
PhD, Iowa State University

¡¡ Society of Health and Physical 

Educators (SHAPE) America 

National Convention 

March 20–24, Nashville, TN

SHAPE America Convention brings 
together 5,000 professionals to share 
the latest research and innovations 
related to health and physical education. 

PRESENTATION: C.H. McCloy Research 
Lecture: The Utility of the Youth 
Compendium of Physical Activities 

EXPERT: Barbara Ainsworth, PhD, 
MPH, Arizona State University

¡¡ Society of Behavioral Medicine 

(SBM) Annual Meeting 

April 11–14, New Orleans, LA

The SBM Annual Meeting brings 
together approximately 2,400 
multidisciplinary researchers and 
clinicians to examine the role of 
behavior in improving health. 

PRESENTATION: Enhancing Measures 
Selection using the National 
Collaborative on Childhood Obesity 
Research (NCCOR) Measures Registry 
and User Guides 

EXPERTS: Leslie Lytle, PhD, University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill; 
Sharon Kirkpatrick, PhD, RD, University 
of Waterloo; James F. Sallis, PhD,  
University of California San Diego

Spreading the Word 
Developing tools, building knowledge, and engaging experts 

are important, but their impact is muted without a strong 

communications strategy to spread the word about these 

activities and their findings and accomplishments. That’s why 

NCCOR has developed a communication effort that covers all 

the bases—attending conferences, developing publications and 

other informational materials, and communicating through social 

media, to name just a few.

NCCOR has 

developed a strong 

communications 

strategy to 

disseminate and 

amplify the impact 

of research findings 

and accomplishments 

in addressing the 

obesity epidemic.

NCCOR 2018 Annual Report | 11



¡¡ Society for Prevention Research 

(SPR) Annual Meeting 
May 29–June 1, Washington, DC

Each year, SPR holds a meeting 
for professionals to gather and 
exchange ideas and the latest 
research on evidence-based 
programs and policies related to 
prevention medicine. 

TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATION: 

Measures Registry, User Guides, 
and Youth Compendium of Physical 
Activities: Tools for Childhood 
Obesity Prevention Research 
and Evaluation

EXPERT: David Berrigan, PhD, 
MPH, NIH

¡¡ American College of Sports 

Medicine (ACSM) Annual Meeting 
May 29–June 2, Minneapolis, MN

This annual conference brings 
together leading experts and 
professionals to share the latest 
research on exercise science and 
benefits of physical activity. NCCOR 
presented a poster at ACSM on the 
Measures Registry and User Guides.

POSTER SESSION: NCCOR 
Measures Registry and User Guides: 
Highlights and Reach

EXPERT: David Brown, PhD, CDC

¡¡ American Public Health  

Association Annual Meeting  
Nov. 10–14, San Diego, CA

More than 12,000 public health 
professionals gathered for this year’s 
theme, Creating the Healthiest 
Nation: Health Equity Now.

PRESENTATION: Tools of the 
Trade: NCCOR Resources for 
Evidence-Based Practice in Diet 
and Physical Activity

EXPERTS: Laura Kettel Khan, PhD, 
MIM, CDC; James F. Sallis, PhD, 
University of California San Diego; 
Jamie Chriqui, PhD, University of 
Illinois-Chicago; Barbara Ainsworth, 
PhD, MPH, Arizona State University

¡¡ The Obesity Society Annual 

Scientific Meeting 
Nov. 11–15, Nashville, TN

This yearly conference is one of 
the largest gatherings for obesity 
professionals.

PRESENTATION: Childhood Obesity 
Declines: Successful Community-
Based Efforts Reducing Childhood 
Obesity

EXPERT: Deborah Young-Hyman, 
PhD, NIH

New Materials
This year, NCCOR developed the 

following new materials to translate 

information and disseminate it to 

reach new audiences:

¡¡ Measures Registry Q&A 

for students
This helps students determine 
which Measures Registry tools are 
best for their research.

¡¡ Steps for building a public 

health collaborative
This information helps others 
learn from NCCOR’s success 
in building a public health 
collaborative.

¡¡ Youth Compendium of Physical 

Activities for public health 

practitioners and Youth 

Compendium of Physical 

Activities for PE teachers
These guides help practitioners 
and PE teachers determine which 
Youth Compendium tools are 
best for their goals.

¡¡ Measures Registry booklet  
This booklet educates the public 
on what the Measures Registry 
is and how to use it. 
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https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/NCCOR_MRUG_Student_QA.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/NCCOR_MRUG_Student_QA.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/NCCOR-Collaborative-Infographic-WEB.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/NCCOR-Collaborative-Infographic-WEB.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/NCCOR-Youth-Compendium-Factsheet-PE-Teachers.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/NCCOR-Youth-Compendium-Factsheet-PE-Teachers.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/NCCOR-Youth-Compendium-Factsheet-PE-Teachers.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/NCCOR-Youth-Compendium-Factsheet-PE-Teachers.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/NCCOR-Youth-Compendium-Factsheet-PE-Teachers.pdf
https://www.nccor.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NCCOR-MRbooklet-2018.pdf
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Moving Forward 
From developing new tools for researchers to building 

knowledge on key topics to engaging experts and 

disseminating research findings, NCCOR has had a 

successful year—and a successful decade. Given persistent 

high rates of childhood obesity, though, it’s clear that more 

remains to be done. The need to accelerate progress in 

reducing childhood obesity is as great as ever. By creating 

synergies across the four largest funders of childhood 

obesity research in the United States, NCCOR is well 

positioned to continue to make a difference.

NCCOR 2018 Annual Report | 15



NCCOR Steering Committee 

Rachel Ballard, MD, MPH

Jamie Bussel, MPH

Donna Johnson-Bailey, MPH, RD

Tina Kauh, PhD, MS

Laura Kettel Khan, PhD, MIM

Jasmine N. Hall Ratliff, MHA

Jay Variyam, PhD

Kathleen B. Watson, MS, PhD

Deborah Young-Hyman, PhD

NCCOR Members 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Division of Prevention Science
Office of Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion
Janet de Jesus, MS, RD 

Richard Olson, MD, MPH

Katrina Piercy, PhD, RD, ACSM-CEP

Office of Minority Health
Sonsiere Cobb-Souza, MS

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL 
AND PREVENTION

National Center for Chronic Disease 
Prevention and Health Promotion
Division of Nutrition, Physical 
Activity, and Obesity
Wendy Avila Rodriguez, MPH

Brook Belay, MD, MPH

Kristen Betts

Heidi Blanck, PhD

David Brown, PhD

Nadine Budd, PhD, MS

Susan A. Carlson, PhD, MPH

Heather Devlin, MA

Carrie Dooyema, MSN, MPH, RN

Janet Fulton, PhD, FACSM

Deborah Galuska, PhD, MPH

Alyson Goodman, MD, MPH

Janelle Gunn, MPH, RD

Hayley Hamilton, MPH

Heather C. Hamner, PhD, MS, MPH

Diane Harris, PhD, MPH, CHES

Megan R. Harrison, MPH, RD

Eric Hyde, MPH

Jan Jernigan, PhD

Laura Kettel Khan, PhD, MIM

Joel Kimmons, PhD

Samantha Lange, MPH

Elizabeth Lundeen, PhD, MPH, MNSP

Latetia Moore, PhD

Allison Nihiser, MPH

John Omura, MD, MPH, FRCPC

Stephen Onufrak, PhD

Terry O’Toole, MDiv, PhD, FASHA

Sohyun Park, PhD

Anu Pejavara, MPH

Cria Perrine, PhD

Ruth Petersen, MD, MPH

Erin Peterson, MPH

Meredith A. Reynolds, PhD

Jennifer Seymour, PhD

Marissa Scalia Sucosky, MPH

Emily Ussery, PhD, MPH

Amy L. Warnock, MPA

Kathleen B. Watson, PhD, MS

Division of Population Health
Holly Hunt, MA

Sarah M. Lee, PhD, MPH

Caitlin L. Merlo, MPH, RD

Seraphine Pitt Barnes, PhD, MPH, CHES

Sarah Sliwa, PhD

Center for Surveillance, 
Epidemiology, and Laboratory 
Services (CSELS)
Division of Public Health 
Information Dissemination
Anita Alston Ellis, PhD, MBA

Office of Minority Health and 
Health Equity
Leandris Liburd, PhD, MPH, MA

Ana Penman-Aguilar, PhD, MPH

National Center for Health Statistics
Craig Hales, MD, MPH, MS

Cynthia Ogden, PhD, MRP

Office of the Director
Jennifer Greaser, RN, MSN

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

Fogarty International Center
Nalini Anand, JD, MPH

Susan Vorkoper, MPH, MSW

National Cancer Institute
Division of Cancer Control and 
Population Sciences
Tanya Agurs-Collins, PhD, RD

David Berrigan, PhD, MPH

Denise Buckley, ELS

Susan Czajkowski, PhD

Laura Dwyer, PhD

Linda Nebeling, PhD, MPH, RD, FAND

April Oh, PhD, MPH

Frank M. Perna, EdD, PhD

Jill Reedy, PhD, MPH, RD

Marissa Shams-White, PhD

Division of Cancer Prevention
Heather Bowles, PhD

National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute
Division of Cardiovascular Sciences
S. Sonia Arteaga, PhD

Josephine Boyington, PhD, MPH, CNS

Holly Nicastro, PhD, MPH

Charlotte A. Pratt, PhD, RD, FAHA

Division of Extramural 
Research Activities
Dana Alexis Phares, PhD

Division of Intramural Research
Tiffany M. Powell, MD, MPH, FAHA

Center for Translational Research 
and Implementation Science
Melissa Green Parker, PhD

LeShawndra Price, PhD

NCCOR’s successes in the past decade would not have been possible without the 

time and dedication of NCCOR members, past and current, who have helped to 

make NCCOR the robust collaborative that it is today.
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http://intranet.cdc.gov/ophss/csels/
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Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development
Population Dynamics Branch
Regina Bures, PhD

Child Development and 
Behavior Branch
Layla Esposito, PhD

Pediatric Growth and Nutrition Branch
Andrew Bremer, MD, PhD

National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases
Office of Communications and 
Public Liaison
Leslie Curtis, MA

Division of Nutrition Research
Coordination
Rachel Fisher, MS, MPH, RD

Christopher Lynch, PhD

Division of Diabetes, Endocrinology, 
and Metabolic Diseases
Pamela Thornton, PhD, MSW

Division of Digestive Diseases 
and Nutrition
Mary Evans, PhD

Robert J. Kuczmarski, DrPH

Voula Osganian, MD, ScD, MPH

Susan Yanovski, MD

Office of the Director
Office of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences Research
Christine Hunter, PhD, ABPP

Elizabeth Villegas, MS

Deborah Young-Hyman, PhD

Office of Disease Prevention
Rachel Ballard, MD, MPH

Jody Engel, MA, RD

Stephanie M. George, PhD, MPH, MA

Ashley Vargas, PhD, MPH, RDN, FAND

Office of Dietary Supplements
Abby G. Ershow, ScD, RD, FAHA

Jaime Gahche, MPH

National Institute on Minority 
Health and Health Disparities
Beda Jean-Francois, PhD

ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON 
FOUNDATION

Jamie Bussel, MPH

Tina Kauh, PhD, MS

C. Tracy Orleans, PhD

Jasmine N. Hall Ratliff, MHA

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food, Nutrition, and Consumer 
Services
Michael P. Burke, PhD, MPH

Alice Ann Gola, PhD

Donna Johnson-Bailey, MPH, RD

Usha Kalro, MS, RDN

Rich Lucas

Lisa Mays, MPH

Andrew Naja-Riese, MSPH

Tameka Owens, PhD

TusaRebecca Pannucci, PhD, MPH, RD

Elizabeth Rahavi, RD

Maureen K. Spill, PhD

Natural Resources and Environment
Michael Hill

Janet Zeller, MA

Office of the Chief Scientist
Shanker P. Reddy, PhD

Dionne Toombs, PhD

Research, Education, and Economics
Agriculture Research Service
John W. Finley, PhD, MEd

David M. Klurfeld, PhD

Alanna J. Moshfegh, MS, RD

Pamela R. Pehrsson, PhD

Pamela E. Starke-Reed, PhD

Economic Research Service
Jean C. Buzby, PhD

Mark Denbaly, PhD

Joanne Guthrie, PhD, MPH

Young Jo, PhD

Lisa Mancino, PhD, MS

Elina Page, PhD

Carolyn Rogers, MA

Jay Variyam, PhD

National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture
Deirdra N. Chester, PhD, MS, RD

Helen Chipman, PhD, RD

Jane Clary, PhD, RN, MS, MCHES

Paul Cotton, PhD, RDN

Wesley R. Dean, PhD

Denise R. Eblen, PhD

Saleia Afele Faamuli, PhD, MPH

Amy McCune, PhD

Ahlisia J’Nae Shipley, PhD

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

Center for Food Safety 
and Nutrition 
Kellie Casavale, PhD, RD 

Robin McKinnon, PhD

FHI 360

Todd Phillips, MS, Director

LaVerne Canady, MPA, Deputy Director

Elaine Arkin

Miranda Brna, MPH

Anne Brown Rodgers

Alice Gribbin

Rudhdi Karnik

Emilie Ryan-Castillo

Amanda Samuels, MS, MPH

Yanelis Valdes

Amy Lazarus Yaroch, PhD

Hatidza Zaganjor, MPH
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NCCOR 
2018

E-NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS 

4,688 17.3% 
increase from 2017TOTAL SUBSCRIBERS

CONNECT & EXPLORE

763 314CONNECT 
& EXPLORE 
ATTENDEES

VIEWS ON 
YOUTUBE 
VIDEOS

29
11
15

workgroup 
participants

Connect & Explore 
presenters

meeting & 
conference speakers

SOCIAL MEDIA

TWITTER

FACEBOOK FACEBOOK LIVE

LINKEDIN

2,124  
followers 

16.5% 
increase

433  
followers 

91.5% 
increase

435  
reaches 

240 views 

 109 engagements

584  
followers 

30.6% 
increase

OUTSIDE EXPERTS

Active Living Research 
Annual Conference

Banff, Alberta, Canada

Society of Health and 
Physical Educators America 
National Convention

Nashville, TN

Society of Behavioral 
Medicine Annual Meeting

New Orleans, LA

Society for Prevention 
Research Annual Meeting

Washington, DC

American College of Sports 
Medicine Annual Meeting

Minneapolis, MN 

American Public Health 
Association Annual Meeting

San Diego, CA

Obesity Society Annual 
Scientific Meeting

Nashville, TN

1
2

3
4
5
6
7

CONFERENCES


