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Agenda

• 1:30–1:35 Welcome 

▪ Karen Hilyard, PhD, NCCOR Coordinating Center​

• 1:35–2:20 Panel: Activities and Priorities of Nutrition & Physical Activity-Related Organizations

▪ Megan Lott, MPH, RDN, Healthy Eating Research (HER) 

▪ Hilary Seligman, MD, MAS, Nutrition and Obesity Policy Research and Evaluation Network (NOPREN) 

▪ Jamie Chriqui, PhD, MHS, Physical Activity Policy Research and Evaluation Network  (PAPREN) 

• 2:20–2:45 Discussion

• 2:45–2:55 Q&A

• 2:55–3:00 Wrap-up​ and Closing

▪ Karen Hilyard, PhD, NCCOR Coordinating Center​



Steering Committee Updates

• Our next Member Meeting will be held virtually and at the FHI 360 office in DC 
on September 9 from 10 a.m.–3 p.m. ET

• A panel of experts will discuss recent research on the impact of advertising 
and food labeling on dietary intake:
▪ The impact of characters like Tony the Tiger and other child-targeted techniques used in 

food and beverage marketing (Monique Potvin Kent, PhD, University of Ottawa)

▪ Effects of 4 Interpretive Front-of-Package Labeling Systems on Hypothetical Beverage 
and Snack Selections (Anna Grummon, PhD, Stanford University)

▪ Changes in children's and adolescents' dietary intake after the implementation of Chile's 
law of food labeling, advertising and sales in schools: a longitudinal study (Sean Cash, 
PhD, Tufts University)

▪ Moderator: Robin McKinnon, FDA 



August Connect & Explore

• NCCOR will host a Connect & Explore webinar on August 28 from 
3–4 p.m. ET exploring the nutritional risks related to the use of anti-obesity 
medications.

• Featured speakers:
▪ Sandra Christensen, MSN, ARNP, FNP-BC, FOMA, Integrative Medical Weight 

Management

▪ Jaime P. Almandoz, MD, MBA, FTOS, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

• The speakers will discuss the impact of anti-obesity medications on diet and 
whether specific nutrient deficiencies result from rapid weight loss for users of 
GLP-1s and other AOMs, as well as provide an overview of nutrition-related 
indicators that should be monitored for patients using GLP-1s.



Panel: Activities and Priorities of Nutrition 
& Physical Activity-Related Organizations
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Healthy Eating Research (HER)

Megan Lott, MPH, RDN

Deputy Director, Healthy Eating Research

Duke Global Health Institute, Duke University

The findings and views presented are those of the author and not the official position or views of 

Duke University. 



HER Program Goals

Build a research base for policy, systems, and environmental 

change (PSE) strategies that advance health and nutrition equity 

in the areas of healthy food access and security, diet quality, and 

healthy weight.

Foster a vibrant, inclusive, interdisciplinary field of research and a 

diverse network of researchers.

Communicate research findings to accelerate policy systems, and 

environmental changes that promote healthy eating and advance 

nutrition and health equity.
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HER Research

• Children and adolescents from 

birth to 18 and their families

• Populations and communities at 

highest risk for obesity and 

nutritional disparities



Building the Evidence Base since 2005

24 
CFPs 

released to date

Over 500 
publications
Majority published in peer-

reviewed journals

306
grants funded

94 
commissioned studies 

119 
papers 

commissioned 

139 research reviews, issue     

briefs, and reports

To date, HER has been awarded $66,267,769.

GOAL 1



Field Building & Grantee Support

Meetings/Convenings Active Working Groups Building the Field

• HER annual grantee 

meeting

• Topic-based convenings

• Expert panels  

• Healthy Food Retail 

• Early Childhood

• WIC Learning Collaborative

• COVID-19

• Early Stage Investigator 

• Food Labeling

• Facilitating connections 

• Training & technical 

assistance 

GOAL 2



Collaborations & Partnerships

HER

Funders

RWJF 
Programs

Govt. 
Agencies

Nonprofit 

& 

Advocacy 

Orgs.

GOAL 2



Research Translation & Dissemination

GOAL 3

• Assist grantees with communication and translation of research. 

• HER works in partnership with grantees, RWJF, and Burness Communications 

• Disseminate research products to researchers, advocates, policymakers, and other 
stakeholders 

Website Facebook Twitter Instagram



GOAL 3



HER Policy Impacts

GOAL 3

National-
Level Impact

State-Level 
Impact

Local-Level 
Impact



State and Local Healthy Food Policies 

Availability Acceptability/Appeal

Affordability

Sweetened beverage tax

Nutrition 

incentives/produce Rx

SNAP eligibility expansion

Minimum pricing

Warning labels

Menu labelsProcurement

Kids’ meals

School food and marketing

Early learning food

Healthy food financing and 

incentives

Retail marketing

Stocking requirements

Water access

Tax incentives for food donations

Fast food zoning

Mobile food vendors

Transit to food retail

Portion Size

Local/Regional Food System

Farm to Table

Food waste and rescue

Urban agriculture

Local food system policy

Food policy councils

Land use and zoning

Farmers markets



Expert Panel Impacts

Recommendations for 
Healthier Beverages 

(2013)

Recommendations for 
Responsible Food 

Marketing to Children 
(2015)

Minimum Stocking 
Levels and Marketing 
Strategies of Healthful 
Foods for Small Retail 

Food Stores (2016)

Feeding Guidelines for 
Infants and Young 

Toddlers: A Responsive 
Parenting Approach 

(2017)

Conssenus Statement: 
Healthy Beverage 

Consumption in Early 
Childhood (2019) 

HER Nutrition 
Guidelines for the 
Charitable Food 
System (2020) 

Promoting Healthy 
Eating Behaviors in 
Children 2–8 Years 

(2021) 

Mitigating Harms from 
Digital Food Marketing 
to Children Ages 2–17 

Years (2024)

Consensus Statement: 
Healthy Beverage 
Consumption in 

School-Age Children 
and Adolescents 

(2025)

NEW UPF Panel



Our Commitment to Health Equity



What’s next for HER? 

• Pursuing new strategic partners and funding opportunities



What’s next for HER? 

• Rapid-Response Funding Strategy 



What’s next for HER?

• Development of a National Research Agenda  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://bjgp.org/content/74/741/e258
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Thank you!



Nutrition and Obesity Policy
Research and Evaluation Network 
(NOPREN)

Hilary Seligman, MD, MAS

University of California San Francisco/NOPREN

The findings and views presented are those of the author and not the official position or views 

of the CDC or DHHS.



NOPREN Structure
CDC’s Division of 

Nutrition, Physical 

Activity, and Obesity

CDC/DNPAO 

provides the funding 

for NOPREN

Other Federal 

Agencies/Units 

(NIH, USDA, CDC’s School 

Health Branch)

Coordinating Center
University of California 

San Francisco

Work Groups

RWJF’s 

Healthy 

Eating 

Research

NOPREN Leadership 

Council
Strategic advisory board

HER co-led WGs

Academic Researchers + Evaluators

Practitioners + Implementers



NOPREN Work Groups 

Members collaborate on policy-relevant 

projects and conduct action-oriented 

research translation to inform implementation 

and support practitioners. Examples of work 

group activities include:

• Hosting expert-led webinars

• Publishing editorials and original 

research

• Providing thought leadership and 

content expertise

• Developing measures and tools

• Creating and disseminating policy 

briefs

11 Work Groups

WIC 

Learning 

Collaborative

Healthy 

Food 

Retail

Resilient 

Food 

Systems & 

Nutrition

Early 

Childhood

Drinking 

Water

Food 

Policy 

Councils

Food 

Security

Food 

Service 

Guidelines

Pediatric 

Obesity 

Health 

Services 

Research

Rural Food 

Access
School 

Wellness

HER co-

led WGs



NOPREN Coordinating Center – UCSF

The Coordinating Center is funded by the CDC through a cooperative agreement and 

serves as NOPREN's administrative home. Primary activities include: 

• Collaborating with CDC on strategic direction 

• Facilitating collaboration among members

• Providing professional development opportunities for members

• Supporting each of the 11 research and evaluation work groups

• Hosting monthly state-of-the-science webinars

• Managing a 3000-member listserv 

• Managing the NOPREN website (~1600 visits per month) with updated resources 

and webinars

• Sending bi-weekly e-newsletters (45% open rate)



NOPREN News

Sent to ~3,000 recipients

~45% open rate



NOPREN Website

For 2025:

Visits (monthly): 1,611

Page Views (monthly): 3,331

Unique Visitors (monthly): 1,303



NOPREN Special Collections

Over 54 articles 

across the 

collections



NOPREN Science 
Impact Framework



Questions?

Please visit the NOPREN website: nopren.ucsf.edu or

email us at nopren@ucsf.edu

The findings and views presented are those of the author and not the official position or views 

of the CDC or DHHS.

mailto:nopren@ucsf.edu


Thank you!



Physical Activity Policy Research 
and Evaluation Network  (PAPREN) 

Jamie Chriqui, PhD, MHS

Physical Activity Policy Research and Evaluation Network  

(PAPREN) 



The Physical Activity Policy Research 
and Evaluation Network (PAPREN): 
2024–2029

Stephenie Lemon, PhD, MS  (PI)

Jamie Chriqui, PhD, MHS (Multi-PI)

Christiaan Abildso, PhD, MPH  (Multi-PI)

Karin Valentine Goins, MPH  (Project Director)



PAPREN is funded by Cooperative Agreement Number U48DP006885 from the Division of Nutrition, Physical 

Activity and Obesity (DNPAO) at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The findings and 

conclusions of this work are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of DNPAO, 

the CDC, the Department of Health and Human Services or the United States government. 

Funding acknowledgement



PAPREN history

2004–2009, 2009–2014

Funded: 1 Coordinating 
(Washington University) and 5 
Collaborating Centers

Unfunded: Network of public 
health researchers

Focus: Identification of PA 
policies and policy determinants 
across multiple sectors 

2014–2019

Funded: 1 Coordinating Center 
(Hopkins and UCSD) and 5 
Collaborating Centers

Unfunded: Network of public 
health researchers and some 
practitioners; 5 work groups

Focus: Identification of PA policies 
and policy determinants across 
multiple sectors; increased 
emphasis on translation 

2019–2024

Funded: 1 Coordinating Center 
(UMass Chan and UIC)

Unfunded: Multi-sector network of 
researchers, practitioners and 
government

Focus: Emphasized built 
environment/community design; 
evaluation research and some 
implementation research



2019–2024 PAPREN Network

• >1,000 members

• All 50 states, District of Columbia, 

Puerto Rico, and 1 tribe represented

• 17 countries outside the U.S. 

represented

• 46% academia, 16% government, 

38% other sectors
215

935

1044

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

In
h
e

ri
te

d

J
u
n

-2
0

A
u

g
-2

0

O
c
t-

2
0

D
e

c
-2

0

F
e

b
-2

1

A
p

r-
2
1

J
u
n

-2
1

A
u

g
-2

1

O
c
t-

2
1

D
e

c
-2

1

F
e

b
-2

2

A
p

r-
2
2

J
u
n

-2
2

A
u

g
-2

2

O
c
t-

2
2

D
e

c
-2

2

F
e

b
-2

3

A
p

r-
2
3

J
u
n

-2
3

A
u

g
-2

3

O
c
t-

2
3

D
e

c
-2

3

F
e

b
-2

4

A
p

r-
2
4

J
u
n

-2
4

A
u

g
-2

4

C
u
m

u
lt
ia

v
e
 n

u
m

b
e
r 

o
f 
m

e
m

b
e
rs



PAPREN 2024-2029 Leadership Team 

Stephenie C. Lemon, PhD, MS

MPI, UMass Chan Medical School

Jamie F. Chriqui,  PhD, MHS

MPI, University Illinois Chicago

Christiaan Abildso, PhD, MPH

MPI, West Virginia University Extension

Karin Valentine Goins

Director, UMass Chan Medical School

Julien Leider, MA

Data Manager/Analyst, University Illinois Chicago

Ken Rose, MPA

CDC

Jennifer Matjasko, PhD, MPP

CDC

Ellen W. Stowe, PhD, MPH

CDC



PAPREN Vision and Mission: 2024–2029

PAPREN is a CDC-funded Network that brings diverse partners together to create environments

that maximize physical activity. The Network advances the evidence base and puts research into

practice through collaboration across sectors with a shared vision of achieving active communities.

PAPREN seeks to:

• Grow awareness, capacity and collaboration

• Conduct applied, practice-relevant research

• Support the translation of research to practice



PAPREN Focus Areas: 2024-2029

Focus on DNPAO Priority Strategy:
Increasing Physical Activity Through Community Design

Emphasis on:

• Implementation research in urban and rural settings

• Translation into practice

• Supporting DNPAO recipients



PAPREN 
Organizational
Structure



PAPREN Implementation Research Focus

Pre-implementation research to identify the determinants of implementation

Implementation research to test the impact of implementation strategies that support policy implementation and/or 
community design changes

Post-implementation research that evaluates actions after they have been implemented in real world practice

Methods development research to build implementation research methods specific to the field of community 
design and physical activity that can be applied to policy, systems, and environment change more broadly



PAPREN Network Activities: 
Communications 

PAPREN Post monthly newsletter

PAPREN website (www.papren.org)

Blog series

Social media presence



PAPREN Network activities: 
Monthly Speaker Series 

Webinars occur the 4th Wednesday of the month, 12 PM ET, 11 AM CT, 

10 AM MT, 9 AM PT. Webinar format; registration is required!

State of the Science

• Cutting edge 
research

• National priority 
initiatives

Implementation in 
Action

• Practice-based 
presentations that 
highlight how 
evidence can be 
used in the real 
world



PAPREN Hubs

Two Hubs: 

Rural Hub and Urban Hub

Hubs offer a place for members to network, learn 
and work on projects

Emphasis placed on transportation, land use and 
parks and greenspace 



PAPREN Rural Hub
Renée Umstattd Meyer, PhD    Cassandra Beattie, PhD               Laura Balis, PhD                  Jessica Stroope, PhD.       Marilyn Wende, PhD

Monthly Hub Calls

• 2nd Wednesdays @ 1:00 ET 

Engagement Opportunities 2025 – Join Us!

• Wrap-up PAPREN ‘19–’24 Rural Workgroup products

• Identify speakers for PAPREN Implementation in Action series

• Identify impactful projects to focus Rural Hub efforts

• Subject specific ideas

How to Get Involved?

• Register and join us each month!

Baylor University, 
Public Health

Rural Hub Lead     Rural Hub Fellow                      Rural Subject Lead   Rural Subject Lead             Rural Subject Lead

Baylor University, 
Public Health

Center for Nutrition & Health Impact Louisiana State University
AgCenter

University of Florida, 
Health Education & Behavior



PAPREN Urban Hub
Sandy Slater, PhD, MS    Áine O’Connor, MPH               Angie Cradock, PhD             Jeanette Gustat, PhD   Natalicio H. Serrano, PhD, MPH

Monthly Hub Calls

• 4th Friday @ 2:00 ET 

Engagement Opportunities 2025 – Join Us!

• Wrap-up PAPREN ‘19–’24 Active Transportation, Land Use, and Parks 

and Green Space-focused products

• Identify speakers for PAPREN Implementation in Action series

• Identify impactful projects to focus Urban Hub efforts

• Subject specific ideas, collaborative projects across subjects/hubs

How to Get Involved?
• Register and join us each month!

Concordia University, 
Public Health

Urban Hub Lead    Urban Hub Fellow                  Urban Subject Lead   Urban Subject Lead            Urban Subject Lead

University of North Carolina, 
Public Health

Harvard University,
Public Health

Tulane University,
Public Health

University of North Carolina, 
Public Health



Connect with us!
• Email: papren@umassmed.edu

• Website: www.papren.org

• LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/physical-activity-policy-

research-and-evaluation-network-papren 

Rural Hub →→

Urban Hub →→

mailto:papren@umassmed.edu
http://www.papren.org/


Thank you!



Discussion



Q&A



Wrap-up and closing



2025 Calendar Reminders

Member Meetings

• September 9 – In-person (DC) and virtual

Member Calls

• August​ 20

• October ​ 15

• November ​ 19

• December ​ 17

Connect & Explore Webinar

• August 28 (3-4 p.m. ET)

Do you want to present your work to NCCOR members? Let us know at rgrimsland@fhi360.org!

mailto:rgrimsland@fhi360.org


Thank you to our speakers and guests
 for joining us for the

 July Member Call!
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